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Welcome to the fourth edition of the 
Sector Connector that aims to update 
the sport, recreation and disability 
sectors on the work of VICNORD 
(Victorian Network on Recreation and 
Disability) and create stronger 
connections between sport and 
disability. 
 
We value your feedback about this 
newsletter and welcome your 
examples of good practice to share 
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VICNORD held its Advisory Group 
Meeting in Bendigo on the 12th and 
13th of June. The meeting went well 
and the conversations and ideas kept 
coming. As part of the meeting, a 
network session was held. 
Participants were asked to share 
information about sport and 
recreation in their region, issues 
impacting participation and their 
experiences of sport and recreation. 
 
Members of the VICNORD Advisory 
Group have had a busy schedule in 
the past months. Edward Manuel  
the representative for the Northern 
Metro Region, has been asked to 
coach a cricket team at St. Mary’s 
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 with others across the sectors.  
Any contributions should be directed 
to Marc at 
m.mazzeo@advocacyhouse.org 
 
We would also like to thank everyone 
who has supported the newsletter 
and helped it expand to a wider 
audience. If you know of anyone who 
would like to receive VICNORD’s 
newsletter, please ask them to 
contact Marc Mazzeo at the above 
address. 

Primary School as part of its after 
school program. 
 
Liz Ellis  has recently received the 
Hobsons Bay Recognition and Reward 
Program Award for young people in 
her local community. The award 
acknowledges her achievements in 
disability advocacy within her local 
community.  Mark Thompson  has 
received an award from Toast Masters 
International Ballarat for being the 
Inspirational Speaker of the year. 
 
Bullseye for Gippsland Rep 
Advisory Group Representative for 
Gippsland Viv Taylor  and the�
Physically Challenged Shooters Club�

�
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  Brett Reynolds  
  VICNORD ADVISORY    
  GROUP MEMBER FOR  
   EASTERN METRO 
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 (PCSC) have won a battle over the 
need to pay two sets of membership 
fees for the right to compete in elite 
shooting competitions.  Members of 
the PCSC have paid membership to 
the Sporting Shooters Association of 
Australia (SSAA-Vic) but had been 
told that they would also need to 
become members of the Target Rifle 
Victoria (TRV) in case they wanted to 
participate in elite competition.  An 
acceptable solution has recently 
been brokered so that PCSC 
recreational shooters need only pay 
to be members of the SSAA-Vic 
whilst those who are aiming to 
participate at a higher level need only 
pay membership to TRV but can 
remain a member of SSAA-Vic. 
 
The ILI update  
As part of the Inclusive Leisure 
Initiative, people with disabilities from 
across Victoria were asked to share 
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their experiences of leisure centres.  
Participants were split into two groups, 
leisure centre users and non users. 
 
Some of the preliminary findings 
included the distinct difference 
between centre users and non users, 
particularly with their confidence level 
and ability to advocate for their needs.  
Physical access, an unwelcoming 
environment, lack of staff awareness 
and training and reduced choice were 
recurrent barriers to participation for 
those attending the focus groups. The 
official findings from the focus groups 
will be presented later this year. 
 
If you would like to be added to the 
Inclusive Leisure Initiative mailing list 
to receive project updates and 
information on the focus group 
findings, please contact Hanna on 
h.phillips@advocacyhouse.org.  
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‘Rowing Beyond’ : Pilot program  
‘Rowing Beyond’ was a pilot program 
that enabled people with vision 
impairments to learn to row. The 
program aimed to create more 
inclusive opportunities for people with 
disabilities. Funded by DHS and 
conducted by the City of Stonnington, 
Powerhouse Rowing Club, Vision 
Australia, Rowing Victoria, Rowing 
School Victoria and Access Unlimited 
the program provided the opportunity 
for a number of people to row for the 
first time.   
 
As a result of the program a manual 
will be created for use by other 
rowing clubs to assist them with 
integrating people with vision 
impairments into their rowing teams.  
 
An important component of the 
program evaluation provided a 
chance for participants to provide 
feedback on their experience. 
Some issues that should be  
considered for future programs 
include:  

·  transport;  

·  time of program; 
·  resources to assist in  

understanding the technical 
aspects of the sport; 

�  cost of the sport 
For more information contact Paul 
Holtschke, Recreation Access Officer 
on 8290 1185. 
�
WRFL: Inclusive football clubs 
The Western Region Football League 
(WRFL) is working with AAAs from 
Maribyrnong and Hobsons Bay to 
highlight the benefits of clubs 
becoming more inclusive of people 
with disabilities.   
 
As part of a club development 
scheme (Wilson Security Club Of 
The Year Award), the WRFL and 
AAAs have developed a system were 
clubs are rewarded for undertaking 
inclusive club training and creating 
an Access for All Planner. AAAs are 
currently working with several clubs.  
 
Please contact Cath Black on 9688 
0330 or Lesley Orrell on 9932 1082 
for more information.��
�
�
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Oscar and the Olympics  
You’ve no doubt heard about the 
South African athlete Oscar Pistorius 
who has successfully challenged a 
ruling by the International Association 
of Athletics Federations (IAAF) that 
he could not participate in Olympic 
trials because his prosthetic limbs 
gave him an advantage. The Court of 
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) was not 
convinced that the prosthetic used by 
Pistorius gave him an advantage 
over other athletes not using the 
device. 
 
The decision allows Pistorius to seek 
to qualify for the Olympics which is 
no certainty given that his personal 
best time in the 400 metres is 46.33 
seconds and the Olympic qualifying 
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Indigenous Awareness Forums  
In July, Australia celebrates the 
history, culture and achievements of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people. 
 
As part of the festivities, Prioletti 
Consultants are hosting two forums. 
One will be held in Melbourne and the 
other in Geelong. 
 
Forum Content will include: 

·  Indigenous family structures, 
expectations, sensitivities, and 
appropriate terminology  

·  Recognising barriers and 
challenges faced by 
Indigenous Australians 
regarding service access  

·  Developing effective 
approaches to building 
culturally sensitive workplaces  

 
The Melbourne forum is on 
Wednesday 9th July. It will be held at 
Darebin Arts & Entertainment Centre. 
The Geelong forum will be on 
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standard is 45.55 seconds.   
 
The implications of this case on the 
future of the Olympics, Paralympics 
and sport in general have been 
highlighted in a fascinating paper by 
Gregor Wolbring.  In his paper Oscar 
Pistorius and the future nature of 
Olympic, Paralympic and other 
sports, Wolbring looks at how the 
Pistorius case would be interpreted in 
the light of the UN Convention on the 
rights of persons with disabilities; the 
impact of ‘technical aids and 
enhancements’ on sport, competition 
and who competes against whom.  
To read this paper, go to:  
http://www.law.ed.ac.uk/ahrc/script-
ed/issue5-1.asp 
 

Thursday 10th July at the Geelong West 
Town Hall.  
 
Attendance of forums cost $44 and 
forums run from 10am – 12pm. 
 
For more information contact Josie 
Prioletti at 
josie@prioletticonsultants.com.au or on 
0438 846 584. 
 
Melbourne Explorers 
The Melbourne Mobility Centre, in 
conjunction with the City of Melbourne 
and YMCA Access for All Abilities 
Program, will be establishing a wheeling 
and walking group to explore 
Melbourne’s attractions in a safe and 
healthy way. 
 
This program will welcome all people 
and will be designed to be accessible for 
all needs and abilities. 
 
Any person who would like to join in, 
please contact Lucinda Rickards on 
lucinda.rickards@ymca.org.au 
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Athletics Classification  Day 
On Saturday the 6th of July, Australian 
Paralympic Committee (APC) is 
conducting a classification day for 
athletes with a physical disability  
wishing to be classified for Athletics.  
 
Location: Doncaster Athletics Club 
Rieschiecks Reserve, George St 
Doncaster Melway Reference 33 J11 
Registration: Athletes seeking 
classification must pre book their 
classification time. For further 
information, or to book a time, please 
contact: Tim Matthews on 9614 6800  
or at  
Tim.Matthews@paralympic.org.au. 
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Judith Geraghty, Manager j.geraghty@advocacyhouse.org 
Emma Highwood, Inclusive Leisure Project Manager e.highwood@advocacyhouse.org 
Marc Mazzeo, Inclusive Partnership Officer   m.mazzeo@advocacyhouse.org 
Hanna Phillips, Inclusive Leisure Education Officer h.phillips@advocacyhouse.org 
Anne Murray, Admin./Information Officer  a.murray@advocacyhouse.org 
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Federal Budget  
In the recent federal budget 
additional funding was provided to 
the Australian Paralympic Committee 
(APC) and to Special Olympics 
Australia (SOA). 
 
The APC were provided funding to 
assist with preparations for the 
Beijing and London Summer 
Paralympics and the Vancouver 
Winter Paralympics. The SOA were 
provided with additional funding to 
further provide fitness programs to 
people with intellectual disability. 
 

Get classified: 
Be able to 
compete in 
future events �

Disc Golf Australia  
Disc Golf Australia was formed in 
2001. Disc Golf is the game of golf 
played in a similar format to ball 
golf but using plastic discs instead 
of balls and clubs, and a piece of 
equipment referred to as a disc 
catcher or target, which takes the 
place of a green, hole and bunkers. 
 
The game of disc golf is suitable to 
all participants. It is open to people 
of all abilities and there are no age 
limits restricting play.  Disc golf is a 
practical exercise routine and is a 
low cost activity. 
 
Disc Golf Australia is hosting a 
tournament in Whittlesea on 19th 
and 20th July.  For more information 
go to www.discgolfaustralia.com.au 
or phone 0419 595 531. 

Netball Victoria Development Fund  
The Development Fund has been 
established to provide financial 
assistance to: 
�  Improve the management capacity 

of Associations and Regions. 
�  Increase the opportunities for 

netball participants through a range 
of programs and services. 

There is a Disability Inclusion category.  
Applications can be made between 
March 3 & November 7, 2008. For 
more information call 9321 2241. 
 
Seminar in Broadmeadows  
The second seminar to explore good 
access for people with disabilities will 
focus on ‘Accessing Rock n’ Roll’. It will 
be held on August 11, 2008 at 12.30-
2pm at Hume Global Learning Centre. 
Contact Andrew Tranter on 9205 2485 
or andrewtr@hume.vic.gov.au 
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